





INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

X. MINERAL RESOURCES Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant  With Significant Impact
. Impact Mitigation Impact P
Would the project: Incorporated

a) Result in the loss of availability of a known
mineral resource that would be of value to the H ] ] =
region and the residents of the state?

b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally
important mineral resource recovery site
delineated on a local general plan, specific U U L X
plan or other land use plan?

Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation:

a) and b) No Impact — The proposed project will not result in the loss of known mineral
resources. While this project does call for a program to identify additional sites for rezoning, the
sites will be identified within areas already identified for development within the current General
Plan. No impact will result.
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XI. NOISE Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant ~ With Significant
. . Impact Mitigation Impact Impact
Would the project result in: Incorporated

a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise
levels in excess of standards established in the
local general plan or noise ordinance, or u U X u
applicable standards of other agencies?

b) Exposure of persons to or generation of
excessive  groundborne  vibration  or O] ] ] X
groundborne noise levels?

¢) A substantial permanent increase in ambient
noise levels in the project vicinity above ] O] ] =
levels existing without the project?

d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase
in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity ] ] X O
above levels existing without the project?

e) For a project located within an airport land
use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport
or public use airport, would the project expose o . U X
people residing or working in the project area
to excessive noise levels?

f) For a project within the vicinity of a private
airstrip, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to U N o X
excessive noise levels?

Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation:

a) thru f) Less Than Significant Impact — The Housing Element is not expected to significantly
increase noise levels within the County. Several specific programs call for construction
activities, including rehabilitation programs, abatement of substandard housing, and promoting
infill development. Construction activities resulting from these programs will generate noise,
and will also be subject to future environmental review, as determined by the County.
Rehabilitation and infill developments were considered in the General Plan Noise Element, as
well as the General Plan EIR. Overall, noise impacts associated with the implementation of the
2008-2013 Housing Element are expected to be similar to those anticipated under the General
Plan.

County of Yuba 2008-2013 Yuba County Housing Element Update
May 2009
29



INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

The project would not result in an exposure of people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels. Future development will be subject to compliance with existing noise
regulations. In addition, housing rehabilitation programs and policies contained in the Housing
Element can help facilitate installation of noise insulation devices in the County’s existing
housing stock. Impacts will be less than significant.
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XII. POPULATION AND HOUSING Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant W@ . Significant Impact
. Impact Mitigation Impact
Would the project: Incorporated

a) Induce substantial population growth in an
area, either directly (for example, by
proposing new homes and businesses) or ] ] X OJ
indirectly (for example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing
housing, necessitating the construction of ] ] X Ul
replacement housing elsewhere?

¢) Displace substantial numbers of people,
necessitating the construction of replacement ] ] X ]
housing elsewhere?

Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation:

a) thru ¢) Less Than Significant Impact — The Housing Element contains programs and policies
to address the County’s future housing needs by encouraging housing that provides diversity in
type and price.

In order to adequately address future housing need for lower-income households, the Housing
Element includes a variety of programs to facilitate the production of needed housing, including
rehabilitation, promotion of infill, allowance of special needs housing in agricultural areas, and
others. This has the potential to induce additional population growth in a particular area (such as
the Olivehurst Specific Plan area or portions of the Plumas Lake or East Linda Specific Plan
areas). Additionally, this project calls for a program to identify additional sites for rezoning.
However, the total amount of increased growth is considered less than significant in relation to
the current General Plan buildout and sites will be identified within areas already identified for
development within the current General Plan. No specific development is included as part of the
proposed Project. The impact is less than significant.
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XIII. PUBLIC SERVICES Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant With Significant
. . Impact Mitigation Impact Impact
Would the project result in: Incorporated

Substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered
governmental facilities, need for new or
physically altered governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the public
services:

a) Fire protection?
b) Police protection?
c) Schools?

d) Parks?

OoOoogon
Ooo0o0oao
X KKXKX
Oocogdao

e) Other public facilities?

Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation:

a) thru €) Less Than Significant Impact — Implementation of the proposed Project, specifically
programs related to infill development and increasing residential densities, has the potential to
increase the impacts to local services. Increasing density and promoting infill can affect the
number of residents in a particular area of the County, thus requiring redistribution or other
changes to police and fire patrols and services. Alterations in residential locations could also
change parks and school usage demands. Furthermore, future development proposals will be
required to pay all applicable fees (including park fees and development impact fees) to offset
potential impacts on public services. Given the scope of these programs and the lack of any
significant overall population increase beyond what is considered in the General Plan EIR, the
impacts will be less than significant.
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XIV. RECREATION Less Than
Potentially ~ Significant Less Than
Significant With Significant
. Impact Mitigation Impact Impact
Would the project: Incorporated

a) Increase the use of existing neighborhood and
regional parks or other recreational facilities
such that substantial physical deterioration of [ u X L
the facility would occur or be accelerated?

b) Does the project include recreational facilities
or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an u U = L]
adverse physical effect on the environment?

Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation:

a) and b) Less Than Significant Impact — Implementation of the proposed Project has the
potential to increase the number of users of particular parks and recreational facilities. While
this project does call for a program to identify additional sites for rezoning, the total amount of
increased growth is not anticipated to significantly increase the population of the County beyond
the level anticipated in the General Plan, but may have the effect of redistributing population,
increasing potential usage or parks or recreational facilities in higher growth areas. However,
future development proposals will be required to pay all applicable fees (including park fees and
development impact fees) to address any potential impacts on recreation services and resources.
Given the limited scope of programs altering future development patterns, the level of impact
will be less than significant.
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XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC Less Than
Potentially ~ Significant Less Than
Significant Wgtp . Significant Impact
. Impact Mitigation Impact
Would the project: Incorporated

a) Cause an increase in traffic which is
substantial in relation to the existing traffic
load and capacity of the street system (ie., ] ] 4 ]
result in a substantial increase in either the
number of vehicle trips, the volume to capacity
ratio on roads, or congestion at intersections)?

b) Exceed, either individually or cumulatively, a
level of service standard established by the
county congestion management agency for U U X O
designated roads or highways?

¢) Result in a change in air traffic patterns,
including either an increase in traffic levels or (] 0 X 0
a change in location that result in substantial
safety risks?

d) Substantially increase hazards due to a design

feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm O U X u
equipment)?
e) Result in inadequate emergency access? ] ] X ]
f) Result in inadequate parking capacity? ] ] X ]

g) Conflict with adopted policies, plans, or
programs supporting alternative transportation ] ] X O
(e.g., bus turnouts, bicycle racks)?

Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation:

a) thru g) Less Than Significant Impact — The Project does not propose specific alterations to the
transportation and circulation network within the County, nor does it cail for specific
developments that could overburden existing or planned roadways. Certain policies and
programs designed to promote infill development and increase densities in high-density
residential areas have the potential to increase traffic along particular roadways and intersections
in the vicinity of new developments. These changes have the potential to negatively impact
these roads and intersections. The degree of increase in traffic generated as a result of these
programs is likely to be minimal, and the potential environmental impacts of such increases are
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not likely to be sufficient to cause a reduction in level of service or create an unacceptable
volume to capacity ratio. Traffic mitigation fees are in place to offset project-specific impacts to
roadways as well.

No specific development project is included as part of the proposed project and therefore no
impact on emergency access or parking capacity will result. The specific future development
proposals will be reviewed to address any potential traffic and circulation impacts, and
mitigation will be required as appropriate. The proposed project supports adopted policies and
plans related to alternative transportation.

Mixed-use development has the benefit of potentially reducing both work and non-work related
trips by future residents in the area due to their proximity to local jobs and services, and a
decrease in overall Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT). Also, since the County is attempting to
encourage and facilitate multi-family development, and since multi-family development
generates a lower per-unit level of traffic, the County could meet its regional housing need while
creating fewer automobile trips than would be the case if the Housing Element were not
implemented. Finally, higher-density housing development, which is encouraged by the Housing
Element, could be served by a future transit system which would also be beneficial to reduction
in total vehicle trips on the County road system.

Also, while this project does call for a program to identify additional sites for rezoning, the total
amount of increased growth is considered less than significant in relation to the current General
Plan buildout and sites will be identified within areas already identified for development and
would be dispersed throughout the plan area, minimizing any potential impacts to the existing
road systems or planned improvements. The overall result of the impacts will be less than
significant.
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XVI1. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant With Significant Impact
. Impact Mitigation Impact P
Would the project: Incorporated
a) Exceed wastewater treatment requirements of
the applicable Regional Water Quality Control U] ] X U]

Board?

b) Require or result in the construction of new
water or wastewater treatment facilities or
expansion of existing facilities, the ] ] X ]
construction of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

c) Require or result in the construction of new
storm water drainage facilities or expansion of 0 n = m
existing facilities, the construction of which
could cause significant environmental effects?

d) Have sufficient water supplies available to
serve the project from existing entitlements 0] (] X 0
and resources, or are new or expanded
entitlements needed?

e) Result in a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider which serves or may serve
the project that it has adequate capacity to
serve the project’s projected demand in o U X ]
addition to the provider's existing
commitments?

f) Be served by a landfill with sufficient
permitted capacity to accommodate the ] H X ]
project’s solid waste disposal needs?

g) Comply with federal, state, and local statutes
and regulations related to solid waste? u U X u

Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation:

a) thru g) Less Than Significant Impact — The policies and programs set forth in the Housing
Element have the potential to alter water and sewer needs in the County. The promotion of infill,
change in permitted uses in agricultural zones, and increases in multi-family densities have the

County of Yuba 2008-2013 Yuba County Housing Element Update
May 2009

36



INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

potential to create additional demand in some areas affected by the policies and programs. Also,
this project does call for a program to identify additional sites for rezoning, although the total
amount of increased growth is considered less than significant in relation to the current General
Plan buildout and sites will be identified within areas already identified for development. These
additional demands are not anticipated to cause local water or sewer service providers to exceed
their ability to effectively serve the local population. Impact fees have been established
requiring new residential developments to offset the costs of utility services, and assurances of
proper water and sewer service are required as part of the development review process in the
County. The resulting impacts to water and sewer service systems is expected to be less than
significant.

Changes in location of new development could also alter the location of disposal of refuse,
changing the potential service life of area landfills. This impact is expected to be minimal and
less than significant.
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XVII. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

NOTE: If there are significant environmental impacts that cannot be mitigated, and no feasible
project alternatives are available, then complete the mandatory findings of significance and
attach to this initial study as an appendix. This is the first step for starting the environmental
impact report (EIR) process.

Less Than
Potentially  Significant Less Than
Significant Wlth . Significant Impact
. Impact Mitigation Impact
Does the project: Incorporated

a) Have the potential to degrade the quality of
the environment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a
fish or wildlife population to drop below
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a
plant or animal community, reduce the o D X U
number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?

b) Have impacts that are individually limited,

but cumulatively considerable?
("Cumulatively considerable” means that the
incremental effects of a project are 0] X (] M

considerable when viewed in connection with
the effects of past projects, the effects of other
current projects, and the effects of probable
future projects)?

¢) Have environmental effects which will cause
substantial adverse effects on human beings, ] ] X ]
either directly or indirectly?

Discussion/Conclusion/Mitigation:

a) thru ¢) Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated — The Housing Element of the
Yuba County General Plan is a five-year policy document established to address the State’s
housing goal of providing a decent home and suitable living environment for every resident. The
Housing Element itself does not propose any specific development project. Rather, it sets forth
the County’s strategy for facilitating housing development and maintaining existing housing. All
potential environmental impacts have been considered in this Initial Study, and found to be less
than significant. Contributions to cumulative impacts, specifically air quality, have been
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mitigated through the incorporation of mitigation measures MM3.1, MM3.2 and MM3.3. All
others are considered less than significant.
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